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By Laurence Stern

* washington Post 8lalf Writer
o The Central  Intelligence
Azoney spent sbout §70 mil-
lion {o epevate an amny of iv-
regular  forces  numbering!
more than 30,000 men in Laos'
during Yiscal 1974, a Senale
Foreign Relstions Commiftee
stoff reporvt disclosed yester-
day. _ .

“fhe report porirayed a far
broader pictuve of elandestine
American involvement in the

, Yoa0  pucrrilla  armies, now

known as the BGs (after the

Freneh hatalffons ruerriers),

than hiad previously surfaced

yublicly in Washingion,

Jhe 23-page dovwment, pre-
pared by  Commitiee staff
members James (. Lowen-
stein and Richard M. Moose,
was rcleased  yesterday by
Stuart  Symington  (13-Alo),
chairman of the subconunittee
on United States Sacurity
Agreements  and Commit-
ments Abroad,

slaff repurt

There Dbes been a wide-
spread conception, as a result
of Syminzlon subcommittee
hearings and newspaper avti-
cles two vears ago, that the
prineipal (IA-trained guerrilla
foree in Laos was conecn-
trated in the Platin of Jars
under the leadership of Meo
Gen. Vang Yao. .

But the new reporvt, based
on interviews willh Amcrican
military and diplomatic offi-
cialy in Y.aos, assorts that BG
“rregular” forces are operats
ing in all but one of the five,
military regions of Laocs, Onlyl
38 per cent of the irregulars
are under. Vang Pao’s colir
mand in the sepond military
ragion, which encompasses the
Plain of Jars.

the NG irregulars, says the
genate report, ave playing a
far more important role in the
Laolian war than " the Royal
Lo Army. They have taken
henvier casualties and  ac-
counted for higher enemny kilis
than the regular Lao ariay
forees, .

in ths 1068 to carly 1971 pe-

vlod, for cxample, {he BGs vo-|

portedly suffered 8,020 killed,
and accounted  for 28,720
eneray deaths, according to of-
ficial figur

Armny in uwHWE é‘gﬁq §E I

3,664 and reported an encmy|
kill of 8,522 :

[SRtESN

STATINTL

“Ihe most effective military

- Y - the Ameorican people hay hod
force in Laos is not thoe Royal 211 people has hoen

pertially liffed,” he added. 1e

]1_,:11' Aj'ms.', ".but ‘ the force |protested, however, the admin-
All‘u\e Plﬁvlp‘lfﬂy as  the |istration’s continued refusal to
Armee  Clandessing . . . and (declassify much of the infor-

now as the BGs .. . The B,
units arce part of the irregular
foreces  which @re  tralned,
ciuipped, supported, ndvised,
and {0 2 groal cxtent, ereaiized

maation beaving on UL sup-
port of What military forces in
Yinos, '
Members of the Yorelgn Re-
Tations Comutittee have taken

Xt e AN 1 CSTY T g 1y
;Jz'l ;[11‘: CIA) the xyeport a:‘/ the positivn that the Thai
ests, units which have beea ac-

“Phe BG tnits have become
- ouiting oo d he Y, 11y £3 et 3 i
e s U5, of violation of thz Pulbeignt
ficial puts it. v Amendment to the 1671 de-
The iregular units, says {he! fense authorization and nrn;
“do mozt of the| curament bills, It prohi‘b“@
day-to-day patvolling, ambush-| Ametican finaneing of Umtd
if"s and aftecking threughiout| country forces in D(,a-rnbn(‘:i:»
}(no c”!.mtz’y.” ) I'hey  are: aund Laos and was designed t(;
czlosdy' supervized and fed' prevent furthor esealation of
fm(].J)ﬂ:d by the CYA. Unlike the 0U.S. role in the I‘;i(!-(.'-
the floyel Lo Army, the Sen- chinese war, )
ale document eave, the BGs Most  relerences to hal
ave guaranteed evacualion by {rowps in J.aos were Saﬂitﬁcd

knowledged by the administea-||

STATINTL
what the goverpmenis o L
fand and YLaos do not vis
mmake public, But =iue the
taxpayers of this country ate
paying {he Dills, why should
the recipient foreign

govirn:!

mends have the right to dic.
tate what our citizens can and
canuot be teid about the way
in which publie {funds are

03
i

being spoent
ol fovees were introduced
into Luos in significany nus-
bers eavly lasi yeor when
worth Vietnamese and Pathet
1m0 forees swept secoss the
Plain of Jars and neavly cap-
fured the strategic CIA com-
mand posts of LonZ Clxcngd
and Sam Thong. (
At the time of our visit to
Long Cheng o Aprll 26,7 sald
the Toweastein-Moozs goport,
“lhere were {delated) Thai-

Alr o Aweriea helicopters sf frem the stafi report. Yoreign
ald ¢

ClA-ovganived  airling) Relations Committes sourees
- '-\ £y4n 31 v 7 N 3 T v ¢
mediesl care~—in some easges| however, indicated thuat the

provided in a U.S. {icld hespi-
tal at the Reyal Thai Air
Yoree base in Udorn, Thai-
Tand, -

It took five weeks of nede-
tlation with the Nison adminis-
{ration to release the sanitized

Tnited Stales may have spent
a5 1much &% 535 millien to {i-
nanca &hel “ircegular” mili-
tary presence in Laos,

Tha edministration has re-
fused to discloss how much it

T8

W

version pf the report. The doe-| {1z spendivg for how many

wment is shol thiough with{lra. . o 4 1 i

{he word “deloted” whicl sie i troops in the Laolian
eted, w SIG-1 war, Symington and ciher For-

nifies onissions of facts and
numbers insisted upon by ex-
ceutive agencies.

but the first {ime the CIA
permitted itself to be referred

eign lelaticns  Committee
memhers, however, have cited
publicly a figure of 4,860 Thal
jrrerulays in Laos. This would

to by name i1 a published doc indieate.  an  approximate
0 by hame in a punit spending  level of roughly

wment of the Subcammittiee
during itz theec-year review of
U.8, military commitments,
Although specific CIA expen-
diturea were stricken  from
the report, they could be sim-
ply computed by sublracting
published {figures lisied for
the Defonse Departinent and
AID from the overall totals
given in the subeonunittee re.
ports ' HOIA supervises and - pays- for
“In a stotement announecing |the {raining of those rrege
velease of the Loos weport, Jars in hailond and provides
Symington said he found i, thoir salavy, allowauces
tan encouraging siga
Txeeutive Braunch bas finally operationzl costs in Laos.”

aoreed that much of what tha  In objecting to the adminis
United Siates governmment has {ration’s secrcey policy on the
haen doing in Lans may now Thal rreghlars, Symington
be madoe public. - sald, “She stated reason for

Raéjease oD0H3NA

in Faos officially bidden from ;ag to avol

$7000 per Whal per year, A
State Tepariment spolesman
seid last week thob thers mre
fewer than 4,000 Thal “volun-
tecrs™ in Laos,

“phie Thal  feregular  pro-
erom  developed during the
past year and was degizgned by
e CIA snecifically along the
lines of tha irvegulay programn
in Laos,” ihe veport sald, “The

«\rir‘:ﬁu

d meaking public

(in-.
that the -cluding  death benefits), and |

CiARUPER DT Rbdy

there, at the nearby - base of
Sam Thong, and at Il 1683
near San Theng, (There was
also a small That teara of (de-
leted) men at Nem Yu in Mill
tary Region 1)

“ve were {old that the de-
tails of the funding were not
known $n Vientiare, az all of
113 bookkeeping s done in
ﬂ"."::shinggton,” {ine siall veport
aaid, The administratiop con-
{tends that the Thel forces are
voluntears, recrulted in their
‘homelands, :

ha staff report {ekes &
grim view of the military pros-
pects ahead for the Royal Two-
tion government of Fremier
Sottvanna PDhouma, It notes
ihat sinee the Taotian “incur-
siong” by South Vielnamese
forecs Jast spring, “more Lao
iterritory has come - under
enemy contrel, and there are
about {hree reziments mwore of
North Victnaumess forces in
sounthern Laos than thove were
pbefore the Lain Son operas
ficn :

Despite the reported
of destruction of Norta Vi
narese and Pathet Lao svpply
trucks — 12,568 damaged and
destroyed in 1670 - the report
‘says “fheso figures are not
Haken scriously by most U.S.
officials, even Air Force offi-
L '

wha report slso lsted-—for

the fivst {ine with tocit offi-
86001 80001:@croent—ihe

number of U.5. Alr Foree sor-

Aalms
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By JOIN W, FIN
. Speelal to The New York

V’ASHM‘GI‘OW Aug. 2---The
Nixen Administration acknowl-
cedged today, ﬂum'"}. a Senafe|
‘subcommiited staff report, t-mtl
tho Central lutelligence A:zency
wag maintaining a 20,000-man;
“irregular” force now fighting
throughout most of Lzos.

Many news articles in recent!
years have described C.l.A.%
sponsorship of an  irregular.
~army in Laos. However, the!
subcommittee  report  repre-
sented the first time that the
agency publicly and officially
confirmed its reilitgry activities
in Laos. The report indicated
that the usce of the irrcgular
unifts in Laos was more wide-
spread than had been indicated
in the news accounts,

Tre force }m\ hecome “tho
nain cutling edge” of the Royal
Laotian Anny, 'zcvcrcung to the
‘report; and has been supple-
menlad by Thai “volunteers”
recruited and paid by the CILA,

Thed ageney’s involverent. in
a sectel war in Laos was final-
ly confirmed officially in a siaff
report prepared for the Senate
Foreign Relations subcommitiee
on foreign commitments by
Jumes G. Jowenstein and Rich-
l/ard_ M. DMoose, two former
Forgign Service officers who
made an inspection teip to Laos

Y April. A version of - their
report, once classified top
sceret, was made public today
after “clearance by ths CIA.
as well as the State and De-
fense Departments.

Publication of the delailed
23-page report marks the formal
acknowledgement of the sceret|
fwar that the United States
has been conducting in lLaos
ever since the breakdown of
the 1962 Geneva accords, which
were supnosed 1o re- ('stab ish
[the neutrality of that country.
In making public the report,
Senator Stuart . Symington of
[AnMissouri, thé. “subcommittec
chairman, said: “It is an en-
couraging sign that the execu-
tive branch has finally agread
1that much of the United States
Government has been doing in
Laos may now be made public.
The veil of sccrecy which has ¢

l’:: ‘fdu» !-Lt

‘rangements of the Thai forces;

-gonce in laos-~-referred to in

“bright—of a scries of Yhai gen-
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leng Jept this” sceret war in
Juos officially hidden from the

Ame‘rican people  has  been
partially lified.”
Senator  Syminglon  com-!

that the ex-
ccutive branch was still re-
fusing to make public “certain-
truths  concerning the nature,:
composition and command ar-|

platined, however,

in Luos” The information thel y
Administration has refused to
make public, he said, bears on
the question T'hetnc" the re-
crnitment of ihe Thai forces
violates @ provision. agsiust
hicing soldiers that was wiitten
jnto the Defense appropriations
Act last year.

" Gne fact kept secrct by the
secutive branch is the pre-

the past by Senator J. W. Ful-

erals who use tha Thai cquiva-
lent of Jolin Doe as their
names. The senator did not give
the Thai equivalent. In contend-
ing that the provision against
hiring troops Is not baing vio-|,
Iated, the Stale Department Ius
'nﬂued that the Thai volunteer
cerme under the command 01,
tlie Royal Laotian Army. !,
H

i

Out of the'report came the
fhm, detailed dﬂ\r:upuo 1 of the |

rapidly rising cost of the Amer-|,
1can military involment in aj;
war qao which, the report ob-|j
served, “the Royal Lzo Govern-
ment continves to be almost
totally dependent on the United
States, pcm'ip, mere dependent
C‘u us than any othox Lovern-

nent in the world) -

U-F). 5’)‘)"11& ‘32(;4“,»“3'5}15(5&)

In the {iscal year 1910 which
endad on July 1, a. “partial
total” of United Statek c‘\puuh- |
tures in Laos -came to $284.2-
million, of which $§162.2+ miHion
was for military aid, $52-millior
for cconomic aid nd $70-mil-
lion was snem by thp C.ILA
exclusive of the amount slmnt
71 the Thal forces.

This wey the first time that
the C.LA, has permitted dis-
closure of jts spending in Laos,
and even then the figure came
out indirectly through sub hqc
tion from over-all estimates in-
clnded in the mrmt

In the cuu"fm, {iscal year, ilie
by mrt said, the estimated cost
of military assistance has “risen
rapidly,” doubling since Janu-
ary, mostly hecausa of fncreased
amimunition heing furnished the
R()v’dl Laotian and irregular

Rel T%‘sce"“k‘ﬂd‘%‘ltfﬁvlﬁ‘fl

b onorihic

cof the civilian population and

syyorld.”

ll’s’f ﬁ(&

T,
cU’(;

economic aid plug the C.LA.

programs i3 new oxnected o
ccmm to $374-million in the cor-
rent fiscal year. At that level,
Cthe report observed, the cost
Iwill e more than three times
as latge as it was in fiscal 1867
and 25.times as large ay when
United States as nl:t\lxlr'(/ began
nine years ago,

Not inelndad in U1 esti-
wites weie the costs of Um >
g3 bombing oper io 1 in
ern Laos in suppoil of the

oyal .zotion forces and in
souihern Laos agninst the Mo
Chi Minh supply line used by
Nerth Vietnam,  «

Sial

‘The report said that Awmerizan]

Ry rxpﬂuﬁom in Laos had de-
viined over the last two years,
with Umicd States plama aver-

ct r

f, 1], con: mud uh a dcul,
rate of 440 in th

]9“9 At the same time, 13-25
bombing in northern Laos has
fucrcased since it was bagun
in I-‘c‘bruary, 1870, with what
amounts o “iree five zones” be-

ihg established for the bombers.}

These zones have boen cleared

‘any activity in them can be con-
sidered. to” ba supporting the
‘choemy.

Thae report algo said that in
recent nmmhb the Chinese Com-
anunists haw incrcase_d their

air deflenses along the road they

are building in northern
making the “arca one of the
most manlj defended in the
The Chinese, the report
said, Thave moved 111 ;
new increment”
e antiaireraft guns, ralr:mg 1.ne
{otal o 395, including for the
first 1ime 85-ram. and 100-mm.
pans' that are effective up to
G8,000 feet.

The area around the Chinese-
built road is “off limits” -to
American planes, but the report
wted that on at least two oc-

casions the road had been at-
tacked by unmarlked Royal Laos
air force T-28s furnished by
the United States.

The Chinese build-up of anti-
aircraft defenses began-after an
attack by two Laotian planes in
Januvary, 1970. :

I the Iast two years, the re-

cﬁi&- DP8§-B‘}EH\IH600
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ho Chinese r0ad st
from the (hmn e bor
Muang Sal  in noptl
Laos, with hrs
toward Dicnbicnphu
Vietnam and {ovard ihe
71 barder, The purposa of the ¢
ren s mclear, mut the »
observes that in teons of “
of influence,” thc - “p
effeet of the Chinese road is
that the Chines: border has al-
ready been shifled southward
ot ERCOINPRSS 2 substantial por-
tion .of northern Laos.”

To subeotamiltes mombors,
probably the most Imhlcmt
disclosure of “the report we

e first part of [ .«

208, |

port sald, the size of the
Chiness forces along the road

-has increased from 6,000 to be-
tween 14,000 and 20,000, Since
Neovember, I'HO the Chin X
in addition to “upgrading ear-
licr road construction,”
constructed eight small-arms
[firing ranges of a kind nornally
"s\cuatcd with garrisons of
as well as a large!

3&&5&05 P8e:01 6011 RD@OQO‘M 80001=

basketball courtts. . i

have,

confirmation that mc.rh. i 1
units in Lads are “o nm“”
equipnad, supported, edvized
andg to.a preat exient 01’rraui::ed
iby the C.L4"

The “B.G, 1‘“‘\" ?ae if‘(‘?' are
known, {(For ﬂ:e Trench teom
bL.Ltalions “have
becore tha of the

ciiiing eage
wiiltary,” the report said, “leav-
ing the Royal Lap Army as a
force pu‘nmilv devoted to =
static defense.”

Thees units began as a force

of NMco {ribesmen uader Gen,
Vang Pao operating around the
Plaine des Jarres, but now, the
report said, they are operating
in all sections of Laos cxcept
a small military rvegion arovnd
Vientiare, the administrative
capital.

Except Jor a 1,500-man cadre
‘fropv the Royal Tzo Army, all
memiers of these units, o 2 accord-
ing .to Lhu report, are “volun-
teers,” with their rations and
pay supplied indivectly by the
|C.LA, and guarantecd evacua-
tion of wounded by air Americal
helicopters.

At one point in 1955-68, the
size of the irregular forces
Jtotaled 38,000 men, according,
;to the report, but it is now|
down to about 30,000 men,
largely because of desertions,
'heavy casualties and “financial
restraints incurred by bud-
getary limitations.”-

With the m']ualy manpower
base in Laos “cxhausted,” the
report said, the agency {urned
to Thai “voluntecrs” to sup-
plemcnt the irregulor forces.

The puusc nuaber of Thai
“yoluntears
Ieted from the report, but Sen-
ator Clifford P. Case of New
Jersey and Senator Fulbright
have used afigure of '\bcutw.é"(‘rO.

The report—made public, in
its declassified form, with gans
representing - security de litions
—-sald: )

‘NMost of the hmpuh"s have

we were told,
A’ outside
tha Thai army, nlt.mu ch (de-
leted),”

en recrudted,

x B ‘..»-—\m .

ju Laos was de- .



